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allow judgment to go against his property by default.1 An early
case on the matter is The Parkment Beige:2

A cross-channel steamer belonging to the Belgian Government,
which carried not only the public mails but also merchandise and
passengers for hire, came into collision with an English steam-tug
lying at anchor in Dover Harbour. An action brought against the
steamer was stayed for want of jurisdiction, the Court of Appeal hold-
ing that the immunity enjoyed by the Belgian Government was not
lost by reason of the ship having been used for trading purposes.

Personal There is no limit to the immunity in the case of the sovereign
immunity personally. If he comes to this country, even under an assumed
name, and enters into contracts and other engagements under
the guise of an ordinary private person, no action can be enter-
tained against him if he chooses to object to the jurisdiction.3
Proprietary     Whether there is any limit to the immunity where an interest
immunity: jn property to which an action relates is claimed by a sovereign
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limited is not so clear, for the difficulty is to define what is meant by an

interest sufficient to justify a stay of proceedings.. It is obvious

that if the bare assertion of a right in the property were to

be regarded as sufficient, the doctrine of immunity might be

nothing but a cloak for injustice. It can, at any rate, be affirmed

that in the following cases the immunity is unlimited.

(i) Sover.     First, where the sovereign State is the admitted owner of the

eign ad- subject-matter of the suit, as in the case of a warship or of the

wrier cross-channel steamer in The Parlement Beige.
(ii) Sover-     Secondly, where the sovereign State, though not owner, is
in de facto possession of the subject-matter through its own
j     servants.4 This was the position in The Cristina?

'" After a privately owned ship, The Gristing* registered at Bilbao, had
left Spain and was en route to Cardiff, the Spanish Republican Govern-
ment, at that time recognized by Great Britain as the sovereign
government of Spain, issued a decree requisitioning all vessels registered
at Bilbao. Later, the Spanish Consul at Cardiff dismissed all officers
and members of the crew not in sympathy with the Republican cause
and appointed a new master and crew on behalf of his government.

It was held that a writ in rem issued by the owners claiming
possession of the vessel must be set aside. The English courts

1 The Jupiter, [1924] P, 236, per Hill J., at p. 238; The Broadmayne, [1916]
P. 64, at pp, 73-74, per Pickford LJ.

*  (1880), L.R. 5 P.D. 197; The Jupiter, [1924] P. 236.

3  Migkellv. Suhan ofjohore, [1894] i Q.B. 149,

4  The Gagara* [1919] P. 95; The Cristina, [1938] A.C. 485.
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